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MEDAL

James R. Durham.

FHONOR MEN

" Soldiers Who Won in Battle the
Insignia of Bravery

AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS

Deeds of Valor Recognized by the
Government.

RECORD OF HERCISM IN ACTION BY THE VOLUN-
TEER DEFENDERS OF THE UNITED STATES—
STORIES OF THRILLING ADVENTURE ON LAND

AND SEA.
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In the Name of Congress.

‘Medals of honor authorized by the act
of Congress, Lpproved Mareh 3, 186K anr
awarded to officers and enlrsted men, *n

the name of Congress, for
of maost distinguished gallantry
“In order that the tonal medal of
honor mayv be deserved, service mus=t have
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tions for the decoration will be judged by
this wdard of extraordinary merit. and
incontestible proof of performance of the
service will be eaccted.

“Soldlers of tae Unlon have ever dlsplay-
ed bravery ‘n battle, else victories could
not have beer ned: but as courage and
self-sacrifice the characteristics of
every true soldler, =uch a badge of distine-
tic as the congressional medal is not 10
be expected us waurd of conduact that
does mnot eles Istinguish the soldier
above other m whose bravery and gal-
lantry have been proved in battle”

The men who have received this decoru-
tion are but a4 handful—less than 20—and
they stand In & class by themselves, “the
bravest of the brave.”

The movement for providing dec wat'ons

for the soldiers of the Union was firs. of-
ficlally advocated by Geniral E. ). Towns-
end «carly 86l Gensral T.wns nl was

adjutant
war

general of the army during the
and he urged upon General Scott and
upon the chairman of the Senate commit-
tee on military affairs, the Secotary of
War and others the ad wprisn in the United
Blates army of medals or decorations :§ ui-
lar to those awarded in foreizn swim'es for
distinguished services and gallan'ry on the
battlelield. The plin was opposed at that
time on the ground that it was opposed to
the spirit of our institutions to award
decorations. i
Congress lirst took action toward securing
decorations in December, 1861, when |t
authorized the preparation of 20 meials to
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£ in battle during the war then In pro-
gress. In 1863 this W is
ited by an act of Congress extendlng the
honaor to officers, The

resalution supple-
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commissioncd 1e:0-

Intion of July 12, 1862, read as follows:
“Resalved, by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Un'ted States of
America in Congress assembled, That th
Fresident of the United States be, and he is

hereby, authorized to cause 2 000 medals of
honor be prepared, with suitable emn-
Blematic deviees, and to direct that the
same be prefented In the name of Congrers
to such non-commiss’ oned officers and pri-
vates as 11l most distingulsh themselves
by their galantry in action and their sol-
dler-like qual.tics during the pres.nt inrur-
>lion.
# was followed by the act of March 3,
to the effect that "the President cause
to be struek from the dits recently pre-
pared at the 1United States mint for the
purpose medals of horor additlonal to those
authorized by the act of July 12, 1502, ani
present the same to such office 5, n'n-com-
nizsioned officers and private: as have most
stinguished or may heircafter moese d's-
unish themselves in action, and the sum
M) is hereby appropriated out of any
in the treasury, not otherwize ap-

to

money
propriated, to defray the expenses of the
same."
The
five-pointed

puint containing a crown of laurel and oak.
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Madison Cutts.

In the middle, within a cirele of thirty-four
starg, America, personified as Minerva,
stands with her left hand resting on the
fasces, while w'th her right, in which she
holis a ghield emblazoned with the Amerl-
can arms, she repulses Discord, represented
by two snakes in each hand; the whole
suspended by a trophy of two crossed ecan-
non, balls, and a sword surmounted by the
Amerifcan eagle, which 18 united by a rib-
bon of thirteen stripes, pale-wise, gules and
argent, and a chief azure, to a clasp com-
posed of two cornucopias and the Amerl-
can arms.”

General Townsend in 1844 urged that
commissioned officers be awarded geld and
s'lver medals, with the privilege of inserib-
ing thereon the name and date of the battle
in which thelr gallantry was conspicuous.
In case of repetitlon of the distinguishcd
conduct, the reclpient would be authorized
to add to the Inscription on h's medal the
nime and date of his additional exploit
This recommendation, however, was never
acted upon, and today the enlisted man

and the officer wear the same badge of
distinction.

be “bestowed upon such petty officers, sea-

-~ men, landsmen and mariners as saall most
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In accordance with the provisions of the
| Jvint resolution of Congress approved May
4, 1804, it was prescribed and established

Alexander Scott.

| able decoration of this government.

hy Congress providing for the presentation
f medals of honor to the enlistel men of |
I army and volunteer forees who haid !
\stinguished, or might distinguish them-
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MEDAL OF HON;C-)R

Charles G. Gould.

by the President that a ribhon should be
worn with the medal of honor, and a knot
could be worn in lieu of the medal, to be
each of a patiern as follows: The ribhbon
to be of silk., one inch wide and“one inch
in length; the center stripe of white one-
sixteenth of an inch wide, flanked on either
side by a stripe of blue seven thirty-seconds
of an inch wide, bhordered hy two stripes of
red each one-quarter of an inch wide. The
knot to be a bowknot of the same combina-
tion of colors as the ribbon previously de-
seribed.
Stories of Adventure.

The heroic exploits of these wearers of the
Medal of Honor have furnished materlal
for many a story of adventure. Some of the
acts for which the honorable decoration of
the 1'nited States has been awarded were
performed in the heat of battle, while shot
and shell were raining with deadly fury
upon the rapidly diminishing ranks. Some
of the wearers of the little Koot received
it as a reward for rallving and leading a
forlorn hope into the teeth of the enemy.
which resulted in turning the tide of battle

In favor of the defenders of the 1'nion:
others rescued wounded comrades and of-
ficers from the field under peril of a per-

fect hail of bullets, while =till others bore
up the standard of the army and saved it
from capture by the enemy, an achievement
that affects the pride of a regiment perhaps
as none other.can.

Some of the deeds which have been ad-
judged worthy of distinguished recognition
were planned and executed, not under the
excitement of a thrilling affrayv. but as a
result of cool and courageous caleulation.

Fiction contains no more stirring exam-
ples of daring and bravery than is found
in the bare recital actual deeds per-
formed by the soldiers of the civil war who
have been awarded the medal of their na-
tion.

In this ecity there are a number of the
wearers of the Medal of Honor, and from
their lips many of the ing stories
have been relmted to a reporter for The
Star. In all the cases the local medal win-
ners told the stories of their own achieve-
ments with the reticence and modesty of
brave men and valiant. They were proud
to wear the svmbol of their country’s hon-

ol

steees

orable recognition, proud to have proven
their valor in tr g and dangerous situa-
tinong, yet they spoke in no boasting tones

of their exhibition of courage.
First Issue of Medals.
first medals March 25,
and it is claimed that Jacob Parrott, a
private in Company K, 33d Ohio Infantry,
wias the first to actually receive the honor-
It

stated hy witnesses to the presentation that

The

1563,

fesued were
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there were five medal winners present when
Mr. Parrott received his badge, and that
the other four were given their decorations
al the same time. The story goes that Sec-
retary of War Stanton presented the badges
and that Parrott was first in line, from
which cireumstance he was the first to re-
ceive the award.

The service faor which these five medals
were issued is one of the most thrilling of

the civil war, and it is designated in the
records of the War Department as “special
service under General Mitchell,” It is

familiarly known as “Mitchell's raid.””
Parrott was one of tweniy-two men (in-
cluding two civilians) who, by direction of
the general mentioned, penetrated nearly
2040 miles south into the enemy’'s territory
and captured a railroad train at Big Shanty,
Ga., In an attempt to destroy the bridges

and tracks between Chattanooga and At-
lanta.
The other soldlers compozing the.par'y

who were awarded medals were as follows:
John M. Scott, sergeant, Company F, 21st
Ohio Infantry; Danlel A. Dorsey, corporal,
Company H, 33d Ohlo Infantry; E. H. Ma-
son, sergeant, Company K, 21st Ohio In-
fantry: Willlam H. Reddick, corporal, Com-
pany B, 33d Ohio Infantry; Robert Buffam,
private, Company H, 21st Ohio Infantry:
Martin J. Hawking, corporal, Company A,
3 Ohio Infantiy; William Bensinger, pri-
vate, Company G, 21st Ohio Infantry: Wil-
son Brown, private, Company F, 21st Ohio
Infantry: Samuel Robertson, private, Com-
pany G, 81d Ohfo Infantry; William Knight.
private, Company E, 2ist Onlo Infantr;
Samuel Slavens, private, Company E, ¥id
Ohio Infantry: John R. Porter, private,
Company G, 21st Ohio Infantry; John Wol-
lam, private, Company ., 3%d Ohio Infan-
try: Mark Wood, private, Company C, 21st
Ohilo Infantry: Marion A. Ross, sergeant
major, 2d Ohio Infaniry; John A. Wilsan,
private, Company C, 21st Ohlo Infantry:
Willlam Pittenger, sergeant major, Com-
pany G, 2d Ohio Infantry: James Smith,
gsergeant major, Company 1, 24 Ohio In-
fantry.

Won in Dangerous Service.

Early in April, 1862, twenty-four meil
from three Ohio regiments, then In Tog-
nessee, were detailed for a seeret and dan-
gerous service. They were ordered to
clothe themselves in the costume of farmers
in the neighborhood and to leave behind all
weapons except revolvers. The membera
of the party met by appointment the even-
ing of April 7, near Shelbyville, where they
were joined by James J. Andrews, who had
acted as a sapy for Gen. Buell, and who
some time previous to this led an unsuc-
cessful expedition to destroy communlca-
tion between Chattanooga and Atlanta.
With Andrews was a Kentuckian, William
Campbell, who had volunteered to share
his danger.

The party was divided into detachments
of three or four, with instructions to zo to
Marietta, Ga., a distance of 200 miles, a3
expeditiously as possible, arriving at the
place not later than April 11. At that
point they were to capture a locomotive
and travel along the line of road, destroying
bridges and tracks, In order that Gen.
Beauregard's source of supplies would be
cutl off to a great extent.

No arrangements had been made for
transportation, and each man was required
to reach the objective point as best :e
could. The tramp along muddy roads,
through dangerous swamps and across
swollen streams was no small part of the
undertaking, and only twenty of the orig-
inal party reached Marietita at the time set.
Two were captured by the enemy and two
others were missing.

Seize the Opportunity.

Saturday morning, October 12, dawnzd
gray and forbidding at Marletta; rain was
falling coplously, but the twenty patriots
were dauntless. They boarded a train of
cars loaded with rebel troops and ammuni-
tion at that point—In the heart of the
enemy's country—and rode as passeng:rs
to Blg Bhanty (now Kenesaw station), hav-
ing bought tickets to different statlons

along the line in order to disarm suspiclon.

Bartholemew Diggins.

MEN. |

Leopold Karpeles.
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Edw. Welch.

At Big Shanty the train stopped, and the
conductor, engineer and many of the pas-
sengers went to breakfast. leaving the train
unguarded. The little band, taking ad-
vantage of the conditiom of affairs, ua-
coupled a section of the train, consisting
of three empty baggage @or box cars, the
locomotive and tender. They boarded the

train and started off at full speed before
the astonished confederates could Inter-
fere. At statlons where they were com-

pelled to stop they said they were running
an impressed powder trale through to Gen.
Beauregard. Running om the scheduled
time of the train they thus avolded col-
lisions, stopping frequently to tear up ihe
track and cut telegraph wires, HKingston,
thirty miles from the starting point, was
safely reached, but here the difficulty be-
gan. The eonfederates were running extra
trains south to get everything out of the
way of the advancing federal forces, and
the little party was delayed an hour and

five minutes awaiting the arrival of an

“extra’ loecal divided into two sections,
Confederates Gave Chase.

In the meantime the confaderate con-

ductor and engineer gave chase: first on a
hand car, which ran off the track at one of
the breaks in the road, and after proceed-
ing a distance foot, on a leeomotive
which was pressed into serviee amd loaded
with soldiers. The captured train had only
left Kingston four minutes when the con-
federates arrived. Then began ome of the
most exciting locomotive raees om record.
Four miles from Kingston the ecaptured
train was again stopped and the telegraph
wires cut. A rail was loosened aand torn
from the track, when the whistle of the
pursuing locomotive was heard. Again
they moved on with lightning speed. The
confederates saw the broken rafl In time to
prevent a wreck, by reversing, but they
had to abandon their engine and start
again on foot. Before going far they met
a train that had been passed by the fugl-
tives at Adairsville, and turned the englne
baclk in pursuit. dropping the cars. The
fugitives . passed an express  at Calhoun,
and had a clear track to Chaft:mnnga. but
the pursuarg were cloge upon them. They
had no time to stop and tear up a rail or
burn a bridge. The pursued then began to
drop their ecars, which were taken up by
the pursuers and pushed ahead, but the
time thus gained by the former was qulekly
lost, as they had to stop and eut the wires
after each station was passed. The fed-
erials broke out the end of their last box
car and dropped wood and’ erossties on the
track as they ran, thus checking the
progress of the confederates and permitting
the U'nion men to take on-wood and water
at two separate stations. BSeveral times
they stopped ard almost succeeded in 1ift-
ling a rail, but each time the coming of the
confederates within rifle range caused them
to desist. Thus pursuer and pursued sped
on mile after mile, around eurves and past
stations in this fearful chase for life.
Hard pressed. the federals set fire to their
last box car, and as they passed under a
long covered bridge uncoupled and left It
in the middle. But before the fire got un-
der headway the confederates had dashed
through the flames and smoke and were
driving the burning car before them. The
situation of the federals had become des-
perate. Their fuel was exhausted and the
speed of their engine gradually became
less. The only chance for e%cape lay !n
taking to the woods, which they did. A
vigorous pursuit was instituted, and within
a week all were captured.- The whole
party was held as sples, as they were In
citizens' clothes. The leader and seven of
the men were tried by court-martial, con-
demned and executed. Someiof the others
escaped, and after many adv¥entures man-
aged to reach the Union Mnes, while the
balance were eventually exthHanged.

Saved Regimental folors.

The first acts for which meflals were
awarded were performed by Corp. John C.
Hesse and Sergt. Joseph K. Wilson. The
headquarters of the 8th United States In-
fantry at the outbreak of the clvil war was
at Ban Antonio, Texas. John C. Hesse was
the corporal of Company A of that regi-
ment, and was detailed as a clerk at the
regimental headquarters. On the 23d of
April, 1861, the officers and a few enlisted
men at that time presentsat San Antonlo
were taken prisoners by _$he rebel troops
under Col. Van Dorn. AM ¥he-officers. with
the exception of Lieut. - ard L. Hartz,
adjutant of the Sth Infamtry, left a few
days afterward for the stgtes. Mr. Hesse,
who is chief of a division f& the record and
pension office in the War iDepartment, re-
ferring to the rescue of the colors of his
regiment, sayvs: . -

“A few days subsequent tg the capture,

on

upon going to the tormer of the reg-
Imental headquarters, th¢ bgilding belng
then In the possession and ufder the comn-
trol of the rebels, I met t Lieut. Hartz
and Sergt. Maj. Joseph K. WHisan, Sth In-
fantry. Our regimental col béing in the
office, Lleut. Hartz propo us to take
the t:i‘olors rr;:mﬁge siaffe, cémgeal them be-
neath our clothing and tryftg earry them
off. We did so. I tnokrym tern ycolol‘ﬂ.
which- the regiment had tefl through
the Mexican war, put it spojind my body

under my shirt and blouse,sand passed out

of the building, which was ly guard-
ed by the rebels. Fort y o g guards
did not suspect what a e load we

carried concealed with ys, ¥or #f they had
our lives would not have besn werth much.
We put the colors in one off Liest. Hartz’s
trunks, and next day they left San An-
tonio for the north. On:the woute we
guarded the colors with owr lives, always
fearing lest the rebels might find out what
we had taken and come. afger us; but they
did not, and we arrived eafe ;with our col-
ors on the 20th of May, 1881, In Washing-
ton flty, and turned them aver to the regi-
ment.”

Mr. Hesse and Mr. Wilsan were each
awarded the medals’of honor for thus sav-
Ing the colors of thelr regiment.

Col. Clay’s Gallant Service. :
Colonel Cecil Clay, chief clerk of the De-
partment of Justice, was awarded the medal
of honor for gallant services at Fort Har-
risen, Va., September - 20, On the

date mentioned the first - division, 18th

Corps, under General Stannard, stormed
Fort Harrison, near Chaffin’s Bluff, on the
north side of the James river below Rich-
mond. By the defection of fts major, Cap-
tain (afterward colonel and brevet brigadler
general) Cecil Clay, was at the beginning
of the action left in commdnd of the BSth
Pennsylvania Regiment, which charged in
the line of battle at the head of its brigade,
the 3d. The parapet of the fort was eight-
een feet thick and a deep ditch surrounded
it. Captain Clay, who mounted the parapet
with Private Copeland and Lieutenant
Johnson, carried the, colors of the 155th

Pennsylvania, the first Union flag upon the
works. He calmly turned his back upen
the men in the fert, who, at a distance of
only a few paces, were blazing away at
him, and ealled to hie men to come on. As
he again faced the enemy he recelved two
shots in the right arm, but he shifted the
colors to his left hand and leaped Into the
fort, receiving another wound In his left
hand.

For his conduct in thls action he was men-
tioned In general orders by the division and
corps commanders, and wvears afterward
General Weitzel wrote: “He was a magnifi-
cent commander of A4 magnificent regiment,
which Is the best way 1 can express my
opinion of him."

A *Triple” Medal.
It is u=sually considered sufficient to have
performed one deed of extraordinary brav-

ery. but the medal of honor awarded to
Lieutenant Colonel J, Madison Cut:s is a
“triple’ medal, inseribed as follows: “For

gallantry at Wilderness, Spottsyvivania and
Petersburg, 1864.7 A report of Congress
speaks of Colonel Cutts as follows:
services as a soldier were very varied, ar-
duous, unremitted, often extremely hoezard-

aus, anid invelving great responsibilities,
and he was at all times noted for ability
and fidelity to duty and for conspicuous

and distinguished acts of gallantry on, many
battlefields.”

After serving as a private soldier in the
1st Rhode Island Volunteers (three months'
service), he was commissioned by Presideng
Lincoln at the request of Stephen A. Doug-
las, a brother-in-law of Colonel Cutts, as
captain of the 11th ['nited States Infantry.
organizing mustering and dis-
officer, Rhode 1sland troops, cave-

to report for duty on the
eral’s staff as ald-de-camp, judge advocate
and in gther staff capacities In his sucees-
sive commands of the department of North
Caralina, the 9th Army Corps, the right
wing of the Army of the Potomae, the
Army of the Potomae, and the Department

of the Ohio. During that period hc was
present in the battles of South Mountaln,
Antictam and Fredericksburg, in which his

services were of a very high order of dis-
tinction. He thereafter served with his
regiment at the Mine Run campaign of
General Meade and In the many batiles of
General Grant's campaign of the Wilder-
ness, and was acting fleld officer, and
thereafter commanded his regiment 2t Gen-
eral Grant's headquarters, City Point, Va.,
at General Meade’'s headquarters, and in the
battle of Fort Steadman, Va. His final ser-
vice was in Loulsiana, as commander of
the post at Shreveport, La., with subposts
at Marshall and Jefferson, Texas.

“*His |

, artillery and infantry, he was ordered |
staff of Major |
Geneial Burnside, and served on that gen- |

Orlando E. Caruana.

I

In the engagement in front of Petersburg, |

Va., June 18, 1864, a spherical case shot
burst in front of the regiment, Killing seven
men and wounding twenty-three others. Of
course, confusion in the regiment followed.
Colonel Cutts stepped to the front and
straightened out the line. While doing so
he was severely wounded and carried from
the field. Colonel Cutts was twice brevetted
for gallant and dlstinguished services. He
was recommended for the coloneley of one
of the regiments of General Hancock's Vet-
eran Carps.

Colonel Cutts is dally at his desk in the
War Department in the record and pension
division, where he has been employed for
many years.

Tried Men’s Courage.

The battle of Antietam furnished oppor-
tunity for many daring and desperate ex-
ploits by the soldiers. The courage of many
enlisted men and officers was severely trled
during the bloody engagement. One of the
men who distinguished himself for bravery
on this field was Charles B. Tanner, sccond
lteutenant, 1st Delaware Infantry., Mr.
Tanner 18 now employed in the office of the
Secretary of War, where he was asked to
tell of his experiences-to a Star reporter.
He I8 very modest about his exploits, vetl
the following account of the Incident for
which he was decorated with the medal of
honor was gleaned:

“On the morning of September 17, 1802,
the 1st Delaware Infantry, forming the
right of Brigadier General Max Weber's
Brigade, after fording Antietam credk,
marched in column for a mile, then facing
to the left, advanced in line of battle, form-
ing the first line of General French's div'e-
fon, General 12. V. Sumner's 21 Army Corps.
The enemy's batteries now opened a Severe
fire of spherical case, shell and solid shot.
Having advanced -steadily through the
woods and cornfields, driving all before us,
we met the confederates in two lines of bat-
tle posted In a sunken road or ravine, with
a rudely constructed breastwork of ralls,
sods, etc., with a third line in a cornfield
forty yards in the rear, where the ground.
gradually rising, enabled them to fire over
the heads of those helow.

Baptiem of Fire.

““The cornfleld we were then in terminated
about 100 yards distant from the sunken
road, leaving nothing but short pasture
grass ¥nd between us. On coming out of
the cornfleld we were unexpectedly con-
fronted by the heavy masses of confcderate
infantry, with their muskets resting on the
temporary breastworks, and all understood
that the slaughter must be great; but no
cne flinched, for it was to be our ‘baptism
of fire.’ Our colonel dashed In front with
the ringing order to charge on his lips, and
charge we did, into that leaden ha'l. Inside
of five minutés 286 men out of 635 and eight
of ten company commanders lay wounded
or dead on that bloody- slope. Our dearly
loved colors were lying within twenty
yards of those frowning lines of muskets,
surrounded by the lifeless bodies of nine
heroes, who dled while trying to plant them
in that road of death.

“Thoses of us who were yet living got
back to the edge of the cornfield and opened
such a fire that five times did the enemy
charge to galn possession of the flags, only
to be driven back with great slaughter. In
our desperation we thought not ot life, but
of how to regain the broad stripes of bunt-
ing under which we had marched, biv-
ouacked, suffered and seen our comrades
killed. It would have been disgrace in.our
minds for us to lose what we had sworn to
defend with our blood, and every man in
the 1st Delaware was ready to perish rather
than allow the colors to fall into the hands
of the enemy. Charge after charge was
made with appalling effect, and on ‘the fol-
lowing ‘day the burying party found over
1,300 bodles in that sunken road. Twenty-
five volunteers were called for after several
Ineffectual attempts had been made to
rescue the colors, and that number of brave
men responded to my call. While covering
that short distance between the cornfleld
and the enemy it seemed as if a mililon

Leverett M. Kelley.

bees were singing in the air; the shouts
and vwells from either side sounded like
menaces and threats, but I had reached the
goal, had caught up the staff, which was
already splintered by shot, and the colors
which were torn with many a hole and
stained here and there with the lifeblaod of
our comrades, and then a bullet shattcred
my arm. Luckily, my legs were still ser-
viceable, and, seizing the precious bunting
with my left hand, I made the b st eighty-
yvard time on record. The colors were lands
ed safely among the men of cur reglment
just as a large body of confederate infantry
poured in on our flank, thus compelling us
to face in a different dircetion. But we
held the flags in the face of sl e mnirs,
My eolonel promoted me on the spot, ani
the War Department has since p ezented
me with the congressional M.dal of Honur.”

Courage Saves a Battery.
Col. Michael A. Dillon received his Medal
of Honor for conspicuous bravery on the

hattlefield at Willlamsburg, Va., May 25,
1862, Oak Grove, June 1R, 1862: Hooker's

advance on Richmond, June 25, 1862, and at
the second battle of Bull Run. Col. Dil-
lon is connected with the Treasury Depart-

Michael A, Dillon.

ment, and was found by the writer at his
desk in the old Winder builMing in this eity.
When a mere boy he enlisted in the New
Hampshire wvolunteers, At
at a perilous moment, when the confeder-

desperate determination, driving all before

them, young Dillon sprang from the ranks |
| pleading for men to follow him to save the

battery. His lleutenant yelled at him, “get
down, you're drawing the enemy's fire!”
Dillon yelled back, **“What are we here for?”
and having gathered a lot of wild young
heroes around him rushed at the advanc-
ing enemy, drove them back and savea
battery H, 1st Artillery. Dillon was wound-
ed in the leg in the charge, and his gun
was knocked from his hand by a shell; but
he bound up his wourd, again entered the
fray and had the satisfaction of seeing the
enemy in full flight by the close of the day.
Dillon's next exploit was when Hooker
called for volunteers to take a redoubt
of the enemy on the right of the Williams-
burg road, at the battle of Oak Grove,
June 18, 1802, They charged across an®)
open field, the cannon and the musketry
mowing them down, but those who reached
the works, among them Dillon, scaled. the
banks bristling with bavonets, over -and
into the works, where a desperate struggle
took place, crowned with success for the
storming parties.

Display of Daring.

At the battle on the 25th of June, on the
first day of the seven days' desperate fight-
Ing in front of Fair Oaks, while there was
a lull iIn front of the 2d New Hampshire
Volunteers, it 18 related that voung Dillon

Medal of Honor.

performed an act that exhibited his. cool-
ness as well as his disregard of the perils
to which he, without orders, exposed him-
self. He crawled on his bands and knees
through the grass and among the bushes in
advance of the line into the enemy’s camp,
overheard the detalls of the plans whica
Longstreet had determined upon, safely re-
turned and communicated to General
Hooker what he had learned. and thereby
enabled Hooker to rearrange his forces so
as to repulse the enemy,

At the second battlé of Bull Run, after
passing through one of the mest desperate
bayonet charges of the war, Dillon ana a
handful of comrades fought their way back,

James W. Archer.

—SE e
on reaching an open field atte mpted to form
a4 new line. The enemy, seeing their num-
bers to be small, charged them, and wlhen
within about a hundred feet Dillon shot the
color bhearer of the 49th Georgla. Dillon
dropped at the same time, shot througn
the lungs, the bullet passing through his
hl-r-l_\.' and Dbreaking three ribs. He par-
ticipated in thirteen other general engage-
::‘n:us and as many skirmishes, serving
VO years and two months afte g 3
Slikanst el months after being shot

Mr. Dillon is one of the orlginal
maoters of the Medals of Honor 1.
| has been its
times.

Bestowed Upon a Colored Man.

Milton M. Holland, 5 17 T. C. (Ohio
regiment), of the few colored men
who have recelved np lils of honor. He is
(‘!m-.f of the collection division of the sixth
auditor's office, Mr. Holland distingulshed
himself  in Many engagoments, tefore
b TNt s 3
Petersburg, being in ¢ummand of the skir-
mish line, he carried th onter works of tha
F'rwm_\'_. June 15, 1864, and WAaS present st
the mine explosion. July My At New Mar-
%EG'I ]‘]-:!iﬁo“ September 29, 1864, all his rank-
g officers beting shot dovw n, Sergeant Hol-
I:m-I_ took command of the ompany  and
carried an outer work in front of Richmi !
For his bravery o

pro-
egion, ana
commander-in-chief several

1= one

ol i this engagement, 1 -
dition to the medal of I mn -1',1‘11'-.” rt-lu-'-z'-i'l-‘b;d!
suver meaa! from Gen, B ni. ¥.. Butler I{;a
Was wounded in the battie, but did not f-,nu
the field. He was with h's regiment kater
on 1}1»- same day when it made a --.-:.Ia.':a
at Fori Harrizon in order to relieve a w l;it;;
brigade that was unable to get bhack to H'f;
!'l_n>.~'. He served with h's p gimoent In'f-ll:-;
he rebe

navy near Dutch Gap, Va., until
l:-'f_nf'--:‘ 4, when the regiment went GVEr to
Fair Oaks and Seven Pines. In December
IS64, his regiment went to the gre ) i
fleet under Gen. Butler. to Fort Fi
the mouth of the Cape F

her, at
£ar river, in the ut-

tempt to break up thy ckade runn ng at
that point. Holland's r giment is the -m'-.,:
one that landed at that time. a d It urlm
compelled to withdraw, 1In January, l.t-l::'-'.

in the second attack on Fort Fisher, under

Lj911, ’I‘:-n-:\', Holland's esmpany captured
Fort Lamb. Holland was present ate the
surrender of Gen. Joseph B Johnson to

Gen. W. T. Sherman, and was musiered out
October 5, 1865, at Camp Chase, Ohio.
Under Hot Fire for Two Hours.

In the Wilderness, May 4, 1864, Leopold
Karpeles, color sergoant in th ith Mas=n-
chusetts Volunteers, now of <he stxth audi-
tor’s office in this

city, demonstrated by

heroie valor on the battlefield that he was

Williamsburg, |
I!:-nn-rr'. He was then the
ates were charging the Unlon battery with |

entitled to be the reeipient of of
only S|or-
geant to stand his ground on the part of
the field occupied by his resiment when the
fire was the hottes: and the slaughter the
greatest, His standard was the
point of a sufficient number of men to ke p
the confederates in check. The heroie li-
tle body of men rallicd around the colors
borne by Karpeles and held tegether under
a hot fire for over two huurs. and then.
under cover of the darknesa, fell back and
reorganized the eompany n time to take
part in the succeeding day’'s battle.

;} comrade writing to Mr. Karpeles sava:
“Yes, Karpeles, T well remembor you at the
battle of North Anna. I remember that vl
carried the colors of the glorfous old 57th
far beyond any other colors; vour bravery
was conspicuous. I remember that you fell
badly wounded and annther sergeant was
sent to take your colors from vou. but vou
refused tq give them . up, and earried them
forward untll loss of Bood. or another
wound, F have forgotten jwhich, compelled
you to give them nto the hands of an-
other.” '

Charles Shambaugh left a leg on the ficld
of the second Bull Run and is at present
employed in the War Department. He was
corporal of Company B, 11th Pennsylvania
Reserves, and captured a flag at Charles
Clty cross-roads, June 30, 1862 Shambaugh
seeing the rebel colors. remarked to Ser-
geant Howard that as the confederates had
taken some of their flags at Galnes' Mill
with the capture of nin= companies of the
regiment, it would be a good idea to take
the rebel flag in retalintion. With this pur-
pose in view they took a pesition in ad-
vance of the Union line of battle, and when
the rebels charged Shambaugh seized the
cclors from the bearer and suceceded In get-
ting back to the Union line with them, thus
performing an act of daring bravery in the
face of almost certain death or aa;f:uro for
which he was awarded a medal of honor.
In the rush Howard and Shambaugh wers
separated, thus preventing the former from
taking part in the capiure of the flag.

The 11th was a fighting regiment, Iits
losses in battle standing at the head of the
list of regiments in the Pennsylvania re-
serves, and Its percentage of loss is among
the largest of any Iin the war.

William Ludgate is emploved in the ree-
ord and pension division of the War De-
partment, at the branch in the old Ford's
Theater bullding, on 1i%h street. He en-
listed in the 2d New York State Militia
April 17, 1861, and was mustered In as ga
private of Company A, 82d New York Vol-
unteers, May 21, 1861, to serve three Vears;
promoted to sergeant major September 1.
1863, and re-enlisted as a veteran March
27, 1864. 1In July, 1864, the 82d New York
Volunteers were consolidated with the hoth
New York Volunteers, and on the 11th of
the month Willlam Ludgata was mustered
In as first lieutenant and adjutant of the
G9th Regiment. He was granted leave of
absénce August 30, 1864, and was detalled
as acting aid-de-camp. 1st Brigade, 2d Di-
vision, 2d Army Corps. January 4, 1864,
mustered In as a captain and assigned to
Compgny G, same regiment, and March 3,
1865, he was, at his own request (to assume
command of his company), relieved from
duty as acting aid-de-camp. In May, 1865,
he was detailed as acting adjutant general,
1st Brigade, 2d Division, 2d Army Corps,
and June 15, 1865, he was brevetted major
of volunteers, to tank as such from the
Tth day of Aprll, 18635. “For gallant and
meritorious services near Farmville, Va.,”
a medal of honor was issued, he having par-
ticipated in most of the battles in which
the Army of the Potomac was engaged.
He was honorably discharged on tender of
resignation, June 22, 1865,

At Battle of Monocacy.
Alexander Scott, who bears the decora-
tion of the United States, was seen by a re-
porter at his desk in the patent office,
where he is assistant chief of the draughts-
man's division. Mr. Scott’ spoke medestly,
Ziving only the bare facts of his army rec-

ord. At the age of seventeen he enlisted
as a private in Company D, 10th Vermont

a moeaal

calor

ral ving

step by step, showing great hero!qn’_, and’

Volunteers, in 1862. After the battle of
Payne’'s Farm, or Locust Grove, Va., he
was promoted to e-'yuzl and assigned tp




